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MaRBLe Project Template 
 

Title: 

Supervisor(s):  

Email address:  

Faculty:  

Department:  

Number of students that can enrol: 

Prerequisites: 

Which prior courses should students have taken, which affinities, qualities, or experiences should 
they have, and which language skills should they possess? If applicable, is there an additional 
selection procedure for this project? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project description: 

What is the academic and/or social context of the research project, what are its main questions, 
theories, and methodologies? 
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Tasks and expectations in the project: 

What should students expect to be doing in this project, and what are the supervisor’s expectations 
of the students? 

 

 

 

 

 

About the department: 

What is the departmental context for this project? Would you prefer/expect students to work on 
location? 

 

 

 

 

Assessment: 

How will students be assessed in this project? At UCM, students will have to present their research 
plan in the form of a poster (ungraded), and in a presentation at the end (20% of the final grade). The 
supervisor determines the remaining 80% of the grade based on an assessment that fits the students’ 
responsibilities in the project. This can be a single paper, or a series of alternative assessments. 

 

 

 

 

 

Link to established and on-going research in the field of the supervisor(s): 

MaRBLe students are expected to genuinely contribute to on-going research or the research agenda 
of the supervisor or her/his department. Please briefly indicate the contribution of the student(s) to 
this end. 

 


	Title: Beyond Borders: The Challenges of Building Transnational Social Movements in Europe
	Supervisor: Kai Heidemann  and Alvaro Oleart 
	Email: kai.heidemann@maastrichtuniversity
	Faculty: FSE (Heidemann), Studio Europa Maastricht (Oleart)
	Department: UCM (Heidemann), Studio Europa Maastricht (Oleart)
	Number: 1-4
	Link to existing research: The work carried out by students will go into a conference presentation and acdemic article. 
	Assessment: Students will draft a project proposal and final policy report, which will serve as the basis for a conference presentation and academic article that will be written a later time by the coordinators of this project, K. Heidemann and A. Oleart. Students will be  named  and listed as contributors on the final publication. 
	About the department: Students will work principally from their computers, with possibilities to conduct interviews with activists by means of video chat or phone. 
	Tasks and expectations: Students will identify social movement organizations/campaigns that have an overtly ' European'  or transnational orientation, particularly in relation to issues of social and environmental justice. From here, attention will be placed on analyzing the ensemble of identities, visions and aims that underlie and give shape to thee actions of these actors, as well as the struggles and successes that characterize these groups. 
	Project description: In this project we will explore the factors that help and hinder the formation of  transnational or 'pan-European' social movements, which is to say movements that work across national borders as well as within them. Our focus will be primarily on progressively oriented movements addressing issues of social and environmental justice, but attention could also be placed on conservative and radical right-wing groups. A range of social science methods will be employed, such as interviewing activists and analysis of movement-based texts as well as policy analysis. 
	Prerequisites: Ideally, students should have taken classes in sociology and/or political science, and especially the course SSC2059: Social Movements. Students are recommended to  take the course SSC1029: Social Movements as a part of this MaRBLe. Special arrangements will be made for purposes of final assessment. Ability to speak/read a European language fluently is a major plus. 


