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MaRBLe Project Template 
 

Title: 

Supervisor(s):  

Email address:  

Faculty:  

Department:  

Number of students that can enrol: 

Prerequisites: 

Which prior courses should students have taken, which affinities, qualities, or experiences should 
they have, and which language skills should they possess? If applicable, is there an additional 
selection procedure for this project? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project description: 

What is the academic and/or social context of the research project, what are its main questions, 
theories, and methodologies? 
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Tasks and expectations in the project: 

What should students expect to be doing in this project, and what are the supervisor’s expectations 
of the students? 

 

 

 

 

 

About the department: 

What is the departmental context for this project? Would you prefer/expect students to work on 
location? 

 

 

 

 

Assessment: 

How will students be assessed in this project? At UCM, students will have to present their research 
plan in the form of a poster (ungraded), and in a presentation at the end (20% of the final grade). The 
supervisor determines the remaining 80% of the grade based on an assessment that fits the students’ 
responsibilities in the project. This can be a single paper, or a series of alternative assessments. 

 

 

 

 

 

Link to established and on-going research in the field of the supervisor(s): 

MaRBLe students are expected to genuinely contribute to on-going research or the research agenda 
of the supervisor or her/his department. Please briefly indicate the contribution of the student(s) to 
this end. 

 


	Title: X Economies: The Proliferation of New Economy Visions and Practices 
	Supervisor: Dr. Serdar Turkeli
	Email: serdar.turkeli@maastrichtuniversity
	Faculty: SBE
	Department: UNU-MERIT
	Number: 8
	Link to existing research: MaRBLE supervisor Dr. Serdar Türkeli is a researcher, lecturer and coordinator at UNU-MERIT, MGSoG, SBE, UCM; UM. Serdar co-coordinates Social Entrepreneurship and Public Policy specialisation track of the Master of Science in Public Policy and Human Development Programme at UNU-MERIT Maastricht Graduate School of Governance. He works on the research projects relating to "Big Data and Public Policy”, "Internationalization of Social Economy" and "Responsible Research and Innovation at Regional Level" and UM MORSE Platform, and UNU-MERIT MOVE Platform (Multiple value creation and economies) His research interests include governance, international and local sustainable development, innovation and societal transitions.  
MaRBLe students are expected to come up with an integrated framework, secondary data collection and analysis, case collection, analytical categorical assessment scheme, in depth selected case studies, quantitative or qualitative indicator sets, and policy recommendations 
	Assessment: Research Outline - 20%
Matrix of Findings - 20%
Final Paper - 40%
Final presentation - 20%
	About the department: This project is part of the Lab of the United Nations University MERIT and Graduate School of Governance at Maastricht University. If eligible, the final report and product details will be published at http://lab.merit.unu.edu/sparks/ 
Background info:   https://lab.merit.unu.edu/x-economies/
Students are able to participate remotely to ensure UM safety regulations. Meetings will/can be held online.  If Post-Covid, supervisor has an office at UNU-MERIT building, Boschstraat No: 24. No: 1.06 Meetings can be held in this office.
	Tasks and expectations: Students are expected to investigate bibliometric data and entrepreneurial cases.  Applicability of the novelty in this MaRBLE research project involves critical reflection on innovative solutions for participatory multiple value creation under new economy visions and pratices and their interactions.Throughout this MaRBLe projects, students will design and execute research and implementation from start to end in a team effort.It is expected that students exhibit great writing and synthesis skills for the analysis and the presentation in the final report. Furthermore, prior experience  quantitative and/or qualitative research is beneficial.
	Project description: We witness a proliferation of various economy visions and practices from A to Z (e.g. access economy, bio-economy, blue economy, circular economy, collaborative, digital economy,…, sharing economy, social economy , youth economy, zero-waste economy…). All of these “X-economies” are scientifically studied and proposed as fixes to various flaws of the current economic model with respect to resilience, sustainability, responsibility parameters. Yet we have limited knowledge (of the comprehensive big picture with fine grained details at case study and enterprise level) on how these various economies are build on technological , social and/or socio-techniacl innovations, evolve and interact with each other in different contexts (e.g. in the EU and in Emerging Markets, other major world regions such as Latin America,  Sub-Saharan Africa).
This research project  concentrates on the science of science (SciSci) of X-economies, and on the actors of science with and for society (Swafs). It intends to reveal a) multi-level (niche, regime, landscape) knowledge dynamics of X-economies, b) interactions among X-economies, c) associated knowledge and development actors, d) interaction patterns with respect to environmentally and socially relevant outputs (cases, technologies, enterprises) and outcomes that help us progress towards Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
	Prerequisites: This MaRBLe project welcomes students from both natural sciences and social sciences background. An interdisciplinary background is appreciated.An affinity with and interest in international development, sustainability, innovation, public policy and goverannce are beneficial. Students should be passionate about multiple value creation (economic, ecological and social value) and new economy visions and practices (e.g. circular economy, sharing economy, green economy, digital economy, social economy....)Recommended prior courses are at least two of the following:SCI: Programming, Data Mining, Data Analytics, Sustainable Development, Computer Science, Climate ChangeSSC: International Relations, Globalization & Inequality, The Social Study of Environmental Problems, Innovation Systems, Policy and Sustainability Transitions, Statistics I & II


